Correlation of subjective assessment of amniotic fluid with amniotic fluid index.
We assessed the correlation between abnormal amniotic fluid volumes as defined by the two techniques of (1) subjective evaluation and (2) the amniotic fluid index. Ultrasound evaluation of amniotic fluid volume was conducted on 420 pregnant women with known gestational age greater than twenty weeks but less than 42 weeks. Amniotic fluid was evaluated subjectively and placed into one of three categories: normal, oligohydramnios or polyhydramnios. After fetal biometry was performed, the amniotic fluid volume was assessed semi-quantitatively by the amniotic fluid index technique and assigned to similar categories. We analyzed the data with 2 x 2 contingency tables, using amniotic fluid index as the 'gold standard test'. Our study demonstrates that there was moderate agreement (kappa.5) between both amniotic fluid techniques in the identification of oligohydramnios. However, agreement between the techniques was poor for the identification of polyhydramnios (kappa.16).